WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A window assembly for a vehicle having a window opening formed in a 
sidewall, the assembly comprising: 

at least one frame mounting member that is adapted to be attached to at least a 
portion of the sidewall so as to be positioned within the window opening, wherein the 
at least one frame mounting member defines at least one first coupling component; 

a piece of glazing having a substantially planar inner surface and a 
substantially planar outer surface, wherein the piece of glazing is sized so as to be 
positioned in a first orientation within the window opening formed in the sidewall of 
the vehicle; and 

at least one glazing mounting member adapted to be adhered to the inner 
surface of the piece of glazing, wherein the at least one glazing mounting member 
includes at- least one second coupling component that engages with the at least one 
first coupling component on the at least one frame mounting member when the piece 
of glazing is positioned in the first orientation in the window opening so as to secure 
the piece of glazing in the first orientation, and wherein the at least one frame 
mounting member and the at least one glazing mounting member can be detachably 
engaged from each other so as to permit removal of the piece of glazing and permit 
replacement of the piece of glazing with a second piece of glazing by reattachment of 
an at least one glazing mounting member to the inner surface of the second piece of 
glazing and re-engagement of the first and second coupling members. 

2. The assembly of Claim 1, wherein the at least one frame mounting member 
comprises a member that has a first surface which is attached to a portion of the sidewall and 
a second surface that extends into the window opening defined in the sidewall. 

3. The assembly of Claim 2, wherein the at least one first coupling component 
comprises a plurality of holes formed in the second surface of the at least one frame 
mounting member. 

4. The assembly of Claim 3, wherein the at least one second coupling component 
comprises a plurality of protrusions, and wherein the at least one glazing mounting member 
is adhered to the inner surface of the piece of glazing at a location selected so that the 
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plurality of protrusions extend through the plurality of holes in the at least one first coupling 
component so as to be detachably secured thereto. 

5. The assembly of Claim 4, further comprising a plurality of fasteners that 
attach to the plurality of protrusions so as to secure the protrusions in the openings defined by 
the at least one frame mounting member. 

6. The assembly of Claim 1, wherein the at least one glazing mounting member 
comprises a plurality of glazing mounting members positioned adjacent the outer periphery 
of the piece of glazing, and wherein each of the at least one glazing mounting members 
defines a first section that is adhered flush to the inner surface of the glazing and a second 
section that is spaced away from the inner surface of the glazing so as to define at least one 
recess when the first section is adhered flush to the inner surface of the glazing. 

7. The assembly of Claim 6, further comprising a sacrificial layer that is 
positioned within the at least one recess so as to be interposed between the inner surface of 
the piece of glazing and the interior of the vehicle so as to inhibit damage to the inner surface 
of the piece of glazing. 

8. The assembly of Claim 7, further comprising a locking mechanism attached to 
the second section of the at least one glazing mounting member, wherein the locking 
mechanism secures the sacrificial layer in the recess between the inner surface of the piece of 
glazing and the at least one glazing mounting member. 

9. The assembly of Claim 1, wherein the sidewall comprises a window mounting 
recess positioned adjacent to the periphery of the window opening, and wherein the window 
mounting recess is adapted to receive at least a portion of the piece of glazing such that, when 
the piece of glazing is positioned within the window opening, the outer surface of the piece 
of glazing is flush fitting with the outer surface of the sidewall. 

10. The assembly of Claim 9, wherein the assembly further comprises a sealing 
gasket that is positioned between the piece of glazing and the window mounting recess. 

11. The assembly of Claim 1, wherein the at least one glazing mounting member 
is adhered to the inner surface of the piece of glazing using at least one material selected from 
the group consisting of glue, epoxy, and putty. 
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12. A window assembly for a vehicle having a window opening with a recessed 
periphery formed in a sidewall of the vehicle, the assembly comprising: 

at least one frame member having a first leg member mounted within the 
window opening of the vehicle, the at least one frame member having a second leg 
member with a plurality of apertures formed there through; 

a piece of glazing having an inner surface that is positioned, at least in part, 
adjacent the recessed periphery of the window opening such that an outer surface of 
the glazing substantially aligns with the outer surface of the sidewall; and 

at least one retainer having a mounting surface attached to at least a portion of 
the inner surface of the piece of glazing and a plurality of protrusions that extend 
through the plurality of apertures when the piece of glazing is positioned adjacent to 
the recessed periphery and are detachably engaged to a plurality of fasteners so as to 
secure the at least one retainer to the at least one frame member thereby securing the ' 
piece of glazing to the window opening in a manner such that the piece of glazing can 
be removed by disengaging the fasteners from the protrusions and reattached by re- 
engaging the fasteners to the protrusions when the protrusions are re-extended 
through the plurality of apertures. 

13. The assembly of Claim 12, wherein the retainer further comprises an 
extending member that distally extends from the mounting surface of the retainer so as to 
define a slotted region between the member and around at least a portion of the perimeter of 
the piece of glazing. 

14. The assembly of Claim 13, wherein the window assembly further comprises a 
protective panel that is positioned adjacent the inner surface of the piece of glazing and 
secured by the slotted region defined by the extending member of the retainer. 

15. The assembly of Claim 14, wherein the retainer further comprises at least one 
locking member that is attached to the extending member and, when actuated, the locking 
member further secures the protective panel in the slotted region. 

16. The assembly of Claim 12, wherein the at least one retainer comprises a 
plurality of retainers adhesively attached to the outer periphery of the piece of glazing, 
wherein each of the retainers comprises at least one protrusion. 



-20- 



17. The assembly of Claim 16, wherein the at least one frame member comprises 
a plurality of frame members, wherein each of the frame members comprise a first leg 
member mounted within the window opening of the vehicle and a second leg member having 
at least one aperture that is positioned to interconnect with the at least one protrusion of the 
retainer when the protrusion is extended through the at least one aperture. 

18. The assembly of Claim 12, wherein the assembly further comprises a sealing 
gasket that is positioned between the piece of glazing and the recessed periphery of the 
window opening. 

19. A window assembly for a vehicle having a sidewall with a window opening 
formed therein, the window assembly comprising: 

a framing member attached to the sidewall so as to be positioned within the 
window opening, wherein the framing member defines a first coupling component; 

a first glazing member sized so as to be positioned in the window opening 
adjacent to the framing member; and 

a mounting member attached to the first glazing member, wherein the 
mounting member defines a second coupling component that is adapted to engage 
with the first coupling component when the first glazing member is positioned in the 
window opening adjacent to the framing member, and wherein the framing member 
and the mounting member can be detachably engaged from each other so as to permit 
removal of the first glazing member from the window opening. 

20. The device of Claim 19, wherein the framing member and the mounting 
member can be detachably engaged from each other so as to further permit replacement of 
the first glazing member with a second glazing member by reattachment of mounting 
member to the second glazing member and re-engagement of the first and second coupling 
members. 

21. The device of Claim 19, wherein the framing member comprises a plurality of 
framing members that are arranged so as to be positioned within the window opening and 
attached to the sidewall. 
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22. The device of Claim 19, wherein the framing member defines a plurality of 
first coupling components, and wherein the mounting member defines a plurality of second 
coupling components that are adapted to engage the plurality of first coupling components. 

23. The device of Claim 19, wherein the mounting member comprises a plurality 
of mounting members that are attached to the first glazing member. 

24. The assembly of Claim 19, wherein the first coupling component comprises 
one or more apertures formed in the framing member. 

25. The assembly of Claim 24, wherein the second coupling component comprises 
one or more protrusions that are adapted to extend from the mounting member through the 
one or more apertures formed in the framing member. 

26. The assembly of Claim 25, further comprising one or more fasteners that are 
adapted to mount to the one or more protrusions so as to secure the one or more protrusions 
of the mounting member to the one or more apertures of the framing member. 

27. The assembly of Claim 19, wherein the mounting member comprises one or 
more mounting members positioned adjacent the outer periphery of the glazing member, and 
wherein each of the mounting members defines a first section that is adhered flush to the 
glazing member and a second section that is spaced away from the glazing member so as to 
define at least one recess when the first section is adhered flush to the inner surface of the 
glazing. 

28. The assembly of Claim 27, further comprising a sacrificial layer that is 
positioned within the at least one recess so as to be interposed between the glazing member 
and the interior of the vehicle so as to inhibit damage to the glazing member. 

29. The assembly of Claim 28, further comprising a locking mechanism attached 
to the second section of the mounting member, wherein the locking mechanism secures the 
sacrificial layer in the at least one recess between the glazing member and the mounting 
member. 

30. The assembly of Claim 19, wherein the sidewall comprises a mounting recess 
positioned adjacent to the periphery of the window opening, and wherein the mounting recess 
is adapted to receive at least a portion of the glazing member such that, when the glazing 
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member is positioned in the window opening, the outer portion of the glazing member is 
flush fitting with the outer portion of the sidewall. 

31. The assembly of Claim 30, wherein the assembly further comprises a sealing 
gasket that is positioned between the glazing member and the mounting recess. 

32. A method of installing glazing into a window opening of a vehicle, the 
method comprising: 

attaching at least one frame mounting member to a surface of the vehicle such 
that a portion extends into the plane of the window opening; 

attaching at least one glazing mounting member to a piece of glazing sized to 
be positioned within the window opening; 

positioning the, piece of glazing in the window opening such that the at least 
one frame mounting member and the at least one glazing mounting member are 
positioned proximate each other; and 

coupling the frame mounting member and the glazing mounting member to 
each other so as to secure the piece of glazing in the window opening. 

33. The method of Claim 32, wherein attaching the at least one frame mounting 
member comprises mounting a plurality of frame mounting members about 4 sides of the 
window opening. 

34. The method of Claim 33, wherein attaching the frame mounting members 
comprises mounting an L-shaped member with an opening on one leg to the sidewall of the 
vehicle immediately adjacent the window opening such that the leg containing the opening is 
positioned within the plane of the window. 

35. The method of Claim 34, wherein attaching at least one glazing mounting 
member comprises adhering a plurality of glazing mounting members each having a 
protrusion to the piece of glazing at locations such that the protrusions extend through the 
openings in the plurality of frame mounting members. 

36. The method of Claim 35, wherein coupling the frame mounting member to the 
glazing mounting member comprises attaching a fastener to the protrusions so as to inhibit 
removal of the protrusions from the openings. 
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37. The method of Claim 32, wherein positioning the piece of glazing in the 
window opening comprises positioning the piece of glazing within a window mounting 
recess formed adjacent to the periphery of the window opening such that, when the piece of 
glazing is positioned within the window mounting recess, the outer surface of the piece of 
glazing is flush fitting with the outer surface of the sidewall. 

38. The method of Claim 32, wherein positioning the piece of glazing in the 
window opening comprises positioning a sealing gasket between the piece of glazing and the 
window opening. 

39. The method of Claim 32, wherein attaching at least one glazing mounting 
member to a piece of glazing comprises positioning the glazing mounting member adjacent 
the outer periphery of the piece of glazing, and wherein the at least one glazing mounting 
member defines a first section that is adhered flush to the piece of glazing and a second 
section that is spaced away from the piece of glazing so as to define at least one recess when 
the first section is adhered flush to the inner surface of the piece of glazing. 

40. The method of Claim 39, wherein the method further comprises positioning a 
sacrificial layer within the at least one recess so as to be interposed between the piece of 
glazing and the interior of the vehicle so as to inhibit damage to the piece of glazing. 

41. The method of Claim 40, wherein the method further comprises securing the 
sacrificial layer to the second section of the glazing mounting member with a locking 
mechanism, and wherein the locking mechanism secures the sacrificial layer in the at least 
one recess between the piece of glazing and the glazing mounting member. 
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